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The Purpose of Scouting is to contribute to the development of young people 

in achieving their full physical, intellectual, social, and spiritual potential as 
individuals, as responsible citizens and as members of their local national and 

international communities. 
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Chair’s Report  

 Much has happened in the last year. We thanked Joe Odziemski for his three years as 
District Commissioner when he stood down at last year’s AGM.  A few months later we 
welcomed Lindsay Sykes as our DC together with Tracy Brown who joins us as Deputy DC. 
Tracy has also taken on the tole as acting Assistant District Commissioner for Beaver Scouts. 
They are both settling in very well to these important and challenging roles. We thank them 
for offering their skills and time to Scouting in Richmondshire. 

Groups have got back to regular face to face meetings and activities very well. 1st Richmond 
moved from just a Beaver Colony to re-opening Cubs and Scout last autumn. Brompton on 
Swale are also meeting again with three sections and are meeting at the Catterick St. Anne’s 
HQ. The District Executive is currently working on the amalgamation of these two Groups 
who will continue to meet in Catterick Village. My thanks to the Leaders and lay members 
who have worked hard to get these two Groups up and running again. My thanks also to 
Paul Adamson who has put a lot of work into trying to get a shipping container installed at 
Catterick Village, for storing Group and District equipment. Unfortunately, objections from 
the sports club have so far prevented this. Thanks also Andy Gamble who took on the role as 
Treasurer to Catterick St. Anne’s and has done a lot of work getting the HQ back in shape 
and arranging the lettings. 

A big disappointment this year was losing the use of our District campsite at Kiplin Hall. The 
Hall has received a legacy to develop the gardens, needed to take back the area we used as 
a campsite for the last 35 plus years. Whilst the Kiplin estate offered us a much bigger 
alternative site at the West lake, the cost of renting, developing and maintaining this site 
was too great. Again, my thanks to Paul Adamson and Andrew Bedford who put a lot of time 
and effort in working out costings etc. for this project. 

I step down as Chairperson after four years in the role; this follows my being DC & Deputy 
DC. I have very much enjoyed those year although there were some interesting challenges 
on the way. I have led a great team of lay people; Amanda Hender our Treasurer, Jacky 
Bottrill the District Secretary, Martha McGarry the appointments secretary together with 
Peter Kane the appointments committee chair. Cllr. Clive World who has represented 
Richmond Town Council on the Executive for five years is also stepping down. Clive has been 
a great support to the District and the Executive will miss his wise council. My final thanks is 
to Sheila, my wife, with whom I have shared my Scouting for nearly sixty years. 

I wish the great District of Richmondshire well for the future, providing exciting and 
challenging Scouting to our young people. 

Richard Good - Chair 

 

 

 



The District Commissioner’s Report 
Well, I never thought that I would be sitting here writing the DC Report - but here I am and, 
as we approach my first year in the role, I’m actually enjoying it! 

I’ve managed to meet with almost all my GSL’s both in group meetings and some on a one 
to one.  However, some GSL’s remain elusive, but I will pin them down.  I’ve also met with 
my ADCs in group meetings and I hope to start one to one meetings with them soon.  My 
intention is to meet with everyone in a District position for a one-to-one meeting as soon as 
possible. 

I am incredibly lucky to have a very supportive team behind me; my Deputy DC Tracey is an 
excellent sounding board and a tower of strength.  We have made a good team together, 
working to both our strengths.  I’m also lucky to have Jacky for my District Secretary.  I also 
appreciate everything Richard has done in his role as Chair.  I would say he would be missed, 
but in his new role of District President, I am sure he will continue to help the District with 
his wealth of knowledge and experience.  I look forward to working with the new Chair 
going forward. 

The District appears to be very busy. I feel I am giving permission for lots of outings for the 
various groups and it’s good to see that everywhere has a strong, active and diverse 
programme for the young people.  I’ve attended Christmas parties and coffee mornings; I’ve 
judged handicraft competitions and I’m looking forward to some barbecues coming up in 
the near future. 

I was very proud to be asked to attend BaseCamp in Manchester as part of the County 
Team.  It was very eye-opening and exciting to see the plans for the future of Scouting.  
Everything needs to be of value to the young people in our care and this includes the 
welfare of the leaders as much as anything else.  So, I would like all the leaders in our 
District to know that I am here to help them if I can 
Lindsay Sykes - DC 

 
Treasurer’s Report  
The past year has remained challenging for everyone, not only in scouting but throughout 
the whole country. Now with the total easing of restrictions our numbers are starting to 
recover. 
This year we are still running at a slight loss, but part of this is due to the acquisition of 3 
new Coleman shelters, which were 75% funded by Richmondshire District Council.  These 
are available for any group to borrow. 
We have also sadly left Kiplin Hall campsite. District are looking for somewhere to store 
equipment for the future which is currently incurring some costs. 
Excitingly, we have one participant from the District going to the World Jamboree. 
Thanks once again to every Group/Unit for paying over their subscriptions and thank you to 
their respective Treasurers for the work they do voluntarily which is so vital in supporting 
the functioning of the Groups/Units. 
Amanda Hender - Treasurer 



Membership and Appointment’s Report 
The year has seen an amazing number of volunteers - ones whose DBS have become 
renewable & a very encouraging number of new volunteers. Turnaround time for checks has 
been very spasmodic; it seems some local police areas respond much quicker than others.   
A huge thank you to the Group Scout Leaders who handle all the DBS admin for their 
respective Groups, especially two new to their roles who embraced this along with all the 
other tasks. 
It has been great meeting new members at the Appointments Committee & thanks are due 
to them for their enthusiasm, willingness & skills. Some I remember from when they were 
themselves Cubs, Scouts or Explorers! 
Martha McGarry - Membership Secretary 

 

Castle Explorers   
Our numbers have stayed similar to last year with regular attendance and a lot of the 
activities that they have enjoy doing. I am pleased to say that all of the meeting ideas have 
come from the explorers themselves so we do end up with some meetings where they make 
mac and cheese and others where they go on a hike but it is the difference in the activities 
that makes explorers fun. 
On a less positive note: some of our camping equipment seemed to have gone missing over 
the previous years since our last camp. Thankfully with the help of Steve Woolmer from 
Brompton on Swale I was able to get some 'new' equipment from the District container from 
the previous Homedale stock and we are now ready to go to Ignite in September. 
All in all, it has been a good year for Explorers and I want to thank Ava and David at Castle 
for helping run the meeting, Amanda for looking after the bank account, Kez for letting me 
borrow meeting ideas when the explorer plan was vague and the Explorers themselves for 
turning up so I wasn’t talking to an empty room every other week. 
   Young Leaders are come along well in the last year and we are rebuilding the support that 
they once had. Unfortunately, Karen has stepped down from the role of Young Leader 
coordinator; I want to thank her for the job she did while in that role. I want to add as well 
that if any groups have young leaders who need help to please contact myself or Gavin Ions 
and we will do whatever we can to help. 
Cameron Sykes - Castle Explorer Leader 

 
Half Moon Explores 
After lying semi-dormant since just before the pandemic, Half Moon Explorers are now fully 
up and running again with 12 members on the roll who are regularly attending monthly 
meetings. Their programme planning is entirely self-led and so far, they have elected to go 
bouldering, bell ringing and laser questing. I’m excited to see what they put me through 
next. Their first camp as a unit will be at Ignite in September, although a few of them are 
joining the service crew at the 1st Barton family camp in July; voluntarily, I can assure you. 
Gavin Ions – Half Moon Explorer Leader 

 



Groups’ Reports 
1st Barton returned from the last lockdown with numbers similar to pre-pandemic levels 
in all sections. There was a large number of older Scouts waiting to transfer to Explorers 
and, once Half Moon was up and running, Scout numbers dropped but this is slowly being 
backfilled with Cubs moving up. We are delighted to have our partner Explorer unit back on 
its feet after a period of dormancy. Our waiting list for entry to Beavers remains healthy. We 
are well supported by volunteers in all sections, and they are supported in turn by a number 
of enthusiastic Young Leaders.  
We have held back from larger organised activities as things settle down post-pandemic, but 
confidence is returning and we are looking forward to our upcoming family camp, bigger 
group activities and to getting involved in Ignite with our Scouts and Explorers.  
Gavin Ions – GSL 1st Barton 

1st Brompton on Swale have been through a rough few years with Covid-19. We saw our 
healthy numbers drop to almost nothing, as well as Leaders stepping down leaving us in a 
very weak position. On top of this, our regular meeting place became unaffordable so we 
found ourselves without a home. 
With support from the District team, we were offered a temporary home at 1st Catterick St 
Anne’s, so this year has seen the Group begin to flourish again with a change of GSL and 
recruitment of 5 new uniformed Leaders.  Beavers and Cub have 25+ members and numbers 
are still growing, Scout numbers are still small, but will keep growing with our continued 
recruitment plans and being fed from the younger sections. 
It has recently become clear that 1st Catterick St Anne’s do not have the Leaders or young 
people to re-open, so a merger of the 2 groups is in process giving the young people of 
Brompton on Swale, Catterick Village and other surrounding villages the opportunity to be 
part of scouting locally to them. 
Steve Woolmer – GSL 1st Brompton on Swale   

Catterick Garrison are very strong at the moment with all 5 sections nearly full and we 
have achieved chief scout awards for Bronze, Silver & Gold. Some of the activities they have 
participated in over the last year are: Beavers camped and raised money for Hasti; Cubs 
have participated in various outdoor activities and, very recently, had a day out at Saltburn 
with the District; Scouts have done most of their activities outdoors which included soap 
carving and knife & axe throwing. Scouts will also be joining the County for Ignite in 
September.  
Audrey McConnell – GSL Catterick Garrison 

1ST Richmond have had a successful first year back after the Pandemic, from having lost 
leaders, having no scouts or Beavers (due to moving to Cubs), we now have 16 Beavers, 22 
Cubs and 14 Scouts plus 4 new leaders, new GSL and newly formed Exec.  Cubs have been to 
County Cub Camp; Beavers had a sleepover and Scouts will be attending Ignite in September 
2022.  An exciting year planned for next year with group Cub Camp, Damboree, Escape Lite 
and much more for the young people of the group. 
Darren Clements – GSL 1ST Richmond 



Swaledale have all sections running well again, with numbers increasing, particularly the 
Beavers. We have a new Cub assistant Leader and one for Beavers but like most Groups we 
are still short of Leaders especially for Scouts. Beavers & Cubs are still meeting together, but 
we hope to separate them shortly as numbers increase. The Scouts have mainly met 
outdoors with lots of great activities. 
Group Scout Leader Richard Good "retires" at the end of July having been in that role for 
most of the past twenty-nine years. He will continue in Scouting through the SAS. 
Richard Good – GSL Swaledale 

1st Wensleydale have had a good year with getting back to weekly meetings and 
arranging various visits. We've had visits to a farm with Beavers, the Fire station for Cubs 
and various outdoor activities for Scouts. Our weekly programme is getting better and 
better with a more consistent leadership team in place and we have some camping planned 
before the summer holidays and again in September.  
Stu Coxon – GSL 1st Wensleydale 

ADC Cubs 
For the first time since the covid epidemic I have a more positive report from the cub 
section. Firstly, in the autumn last year we were able to restart the Richmond pack, who are 
now flourishing with their new leaders. Brompton on Swale are up and running again, using 
Catterick St Ann's H.Q. Alas, no cubs at Catterick Village at the moment. All other packs are 
meeting regularly, some with reduced numbers but I am positive this will improve. 
With regards to District events, we held a very successful handicraft competition in March; 
rather disappointing, only 4 packs entered the competition and only 3 turned up on the day. 
We ran a seaside trip to Saltburn at the beginning of July, once again only 3 packs taking 
part. 
One of the problems at the moment, is we are missing a venue large enough to hold district 
events due to the loss of our Kiplin camp site. My quest for the next year is to encourage all 
Groups to partake in District and County events, otherwise each Group becomes rather 
insular and we really are a worldwide movement and need to mix together more. 
The section leaders are as always dedicated to their tasks and put a lot of effort into running 
each pack, however they are all very stretched and we really need more leaders to be able 
to move forward. Once again thanks to all the dedicated leaders and helpers in the cub 
section within the District; without you there would be no cubs. Well done. 
Ian Appleyard – ADC Cubs 

Kiplin Campsite 
Kiplin campsite was used a few times early in 2021 but we were informed by Kiplin Hall and 
Gardens that they were going to develop our site into a new formal garden. After long 
discussions, involving County, with Kiplin management no other suitable area on the estate 
was found so, with great sadness in March this year, we finally said goodbye to our District 
campsite which we have used for over 35 years. The site and everything remaining there has 
now been passed back to Kiplin. 
Jacky Bottrill - Kiplin Coordinator  



SAS  
SAS only had one request for help this year in February 2022, where members assisted with 
the District Cub handicraft competition. Several members of SAS have now left Scouting as 
their interests have moved on. We thank them for all their dedication and hard work over 
many years. 
Jacky Bottrill - SAS Coordinator  

 
District Website  
The District website has been update with District and County events and various news 
articles. It has generated quite a few new submissions which have been directed to the 
correct Group. 
My annual plead is, if you do have dates, interesting news, photos or amendments relating 
to the District or your Group, please send the information to me so I can update our 
website. http://www.richmondshirescouts.org.uk/  
Jacky Bottrill - Website Coordinator  

 
Badge Secretary   
Every group in the District has placed at least one order during the past year.  Stocks are 
being kept at low levels to avoid further large stocks of obsolete badges.  Many popular 
badges have been out of stock with Scout wholesalers over the past year and lead times for 
orders have been variable, the longest being 3 ½ months. 
Heidi McConnell - District Badge Secretary 


